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KEY. AARON CLEVELAND. 



XN the President's line of ancestry one cannot fail to be greatly attracted 
by the personality and eventful life of the Rev. Aaron* Cleveland. 
The great-grandfather of this clergyman was the early settler Moses* 
Cleveland, who in 1635 is believed to have come from Ipswich, County of 
Suffolk, England, and who settled at Woburn, Mass., in 1641, where he 
was made a freeman in 1643. The name of his grandfather was Aaron,^ 
as was that of his father, Aaron ;^ the latter having also the military title 
of Captain. The Rev. Aaron* Cleveland was himself the father of the 
legislator Aaron,* the grandfather of William,* the great-grandfather of 
the Rev. Richard Falley,^ and the great-great-grandfather of Grover® 
Cleveland, who to-day has the honor of holding the highest office in the 
trust of the American people. 

Authorities differ as to the place of his birth. The honor has been be- 
stowed upon Medford, Charlestown and Cambridge. An examination of 
the records in the clerk's office of the latter city makes certain, however, 
that the birth of Aaron* Cleveland, the son of Aaron^ and Abigail (Waters) 
Cleveland, is there recorded under date of Oct. 29th, 1715, and it is thus 
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almost certain that he was born in the classic city of Cambridge. He 
was, moreover, baptized in the church at Cambridge, Oct. 30th, 1715.. The 
father was born July 9th, 1680, at Woburn, the original town of the Cleve- 
lands, and was married to Abigail Waters of the same place on June 1st, 
1701-2. In 1704 he removed to Medford, and lived there until 1706. He 
then dwelt in Cambridge until 1716, when he returned to Medford. He 
subsequently resided in Charles town, from which place he removed in 1738 
to East Haddam, Conn., where, by successful investments in land, he ac- 
quired considerable wealth. The mother of the Rev. Aaron Cleveland is said 
to have been an " accomplished and lovely lady ;" and was, doubtless, care- 
ful that the opportunities for the education of her son should be in no wise 
neglected, as we find that at the age of sixteen he entered Harvard Col- 
lege. Concerning his undergraduate course no record can be found. In 
athletic sports he certainly excelled, and all accounts agree in the descrip- 
tion of him as a young man of magnificent physique, " a prodigy of physi- 
cal strength and agility." But whether, as a student, he was of those 
whose work while in college gives promise of their future success, or of 
those whose period of marked intellectual development falls later than their 
academic career, can now be judged only from a study of his maturer years. 
President Wadsworth, whose patient wrestling with the demon of ill-health 
was in such striking contrast to the youthful vigor and activity of this col- 
lege athlete, must nevertheless have exercised over him at this time an in- 
fluence which contributed much to the formation of his character, so simi- 
lar is the language in which teacher and pupil have alike been portrayed. 
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In 1735 Aaron Cleveland graduated from Harvard ; andcj three years 
later accompanied the family on their removal to East Had dam. The year 
1739 was a most important one in his life, since in it occurred his first set- 
tlement as a pastor, and likewise his marriage. The young lady whom he 
had chosen to share the fortunes of his life was Susannah Porter, born in 
1716, and a daughter of the Rev. Aaron Porter, of Medford. She was 
related to some of the best families of Massachusetts, was much admired 
for her personal beauty and character, and had numerous wealthy suitors ; 
but with the true nobility of womanhood she accepted the proffer of mar- 
riage from the comparatively poor but promising youug Harvard clergy- 
man who had won her heart's affections, and to whom she ever proved a 
most loving and worthy help-meet. One month prior to the marriage, 
which took place August 4th, he had accepted a call to the pastorate of the 
strict Congregational Church in Haddam Society. He was the third reg- 
ular minister of the church, having been preceded by the Rev. Jeremiah 
Hobart (1700-1715) and by the Rev. Phinehas Fiske (1714-1738), the 
former a graduate of Harvard, the latter of Yale. His own settlement lasted 
from 1739 to 1746. Dr. David Dudley Field, a later pastor, in writing 
an account of this church, says : " Mr. Cleveland was a gentleman of re* 
spectable talents, and a popular and engaging preacher " [Middlesex Co., 
Ct., p. 70]. We can well understand how at this period of life the 
eloquence and fervor of Whitefield should have produced such a deep im- 
pression upon the ardent young minister of Haddam. With a soul deter- 
mined on progress, he yearned for some guide into richer spiritual fields ; 
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and this e*nest apostle of Methodism spoke with the authority of one 
who was able to lead him thither. 

The Rev. Aaron Cleveland's next field of labor was in connection with 
the South Church in Maiden, Mass. The people of this place had in early 
times but one meeting-house, which was the property of the town. During 
the pastorate of Rev. Joseph Emerson, however, it became necessary to 
erect a new church edifice. The site chosen, which was that of the present 
First Parish Church, was regarded by those who lived in the southern por- 
tion of the town as too remote. The result was the formation, towards 
the close of the year 1730, of a new society, known as the South Church, 
with Nelson's Hill as the location for their house of worship. On Septem- 
ber 24th, 1735, the Rev. Joseph Stimpson was ordained as its first pastor, 
" for the promotion of Religion and the Peace of the town," and the city 
was thereupon divided in 1637 into two precincts. In 1744 the church 
became vacant, and remained without a settled minister till 1747, when a 
call was extended to Mr. Cleveland. It must, indeed, have required 
no small amount of courage on his part to accept a call, which owing 
to the unsettled condition of religious affairs in this city, others had 
refused. He was installed as pastor of the church on June 27th, 1747, 
and ministered to the people until 1750. ffis successor, the Rev. Mr. 
Willis, again became sole minister of Maiden, March 25th, 1752, and the 
South Church ceased as such to have an existence. 

In the extreme eastern portion of this continent events were now hap- 
pening which were to have a most important bearing upon the future af 
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the Rev. Aaron Cleveland. By the treaty of Aix la Chapelle, Oct. 18th, 
1748, Cape Breton had been restored to France. It thus became neces- 
sary for the British to establish in Nova Scotia a new place of strength as 
a rival to that which they had now lost by the surrender of Louisburg. 
Halifax therefore was founded in the summer of 1749 by a large company 
of people from England, under the command of Col. Edward Cornwallis. 
The older colonies took a deep interest in this new settlement, as it was in- 
tended in part for their protection ; and constant reports concerning its pro- 
gress were published in the newspapers of New England. In a letter from 
Halifax, dated April 12th, 1750, to be found in the Boston Weekly News- 
Letter of April 26th, we read that " Everything goes on with great Dispatch ; 
and whilst the closest Application is made to civil Concerns, Religion is 
not un thought of : we shall soon have a large Church erected, and for the 
Encouragement of Protestant Dissenters, a handsome Lot is laid out for a 
Meeting-House and another for a Minister in a very pleasant Situation." 
Another letter, written in Halifax June 14th, 1750, states: "Yesterday 
the Governour laid the Corner Stone of the Church, which is now build- 
ing and which I believe will be the handsomest in America. And as soon 
as we can get a Dissenting Minister settled here we shall soon have a hand- 
some Meeting-House with a good Dwelling-House for the Minister built 
at the Public Expense. I have subscribed to the support of Mr. Cleve- 
land for 2 months, as have the Governour and most Gentlemen here : And 
I believe we have Dissenters here at Present for 4 Ministers. " [News- 
Letter, July 5th.] It thus appears that the reputation of the Rev. Mr. 
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Cleveland had extended to Halifax, and that the people were looking to 
him as the right man to organize within the new colony a church not sub- 
ject to episcopal jurisdiction. He was willing to undertake the task, and 
from Maiden proceeded to Halifax. A gentleman living in Halifax writes 
on Dec. 17th, 1750 : *^ The Reverend Mr. Cleaveland is arrived here, and 
is well received by the Governour and other Gentlemen of the Place : be 
preaches every Lord's Day in the Afternoon in the Church, to good Ac- 
ceptance and will continue so to do, till a Meeting-House can be built 

. At a meeting of those in the Place who are for Mr. Cleaveland*s settle- 
ment, voted Mr. Hugh Vans, Moderator. And then voted Mr. Cleaveland 
One Hundred Pounds per Annum, his House Rent, Firing &c., which will 
make fifty Pounds more, in all about One Thousand three Hundred and 
fifty Pounds old Tenor." [News-Letter, Jan. 1st, 1751.] Governor 
Cornwallis, as becometh the founder of a new enterprise, well understood 
the character of men with whom he came in contact, and hence his cordial 
reception of Mr. Cleveland is of no small value in our estimate of the high 
worth of this clergyman. " Mr. Cleveland's arrival," again says a resident 
of Halifax, Dec. 22nd, 1750, " is well pleasing to the Governour : and his 
Excellency is so good, that he gives us Ground, and builds us a Meeting 
House at his Cost." [News-Letter, Jan. 8th, 1751.] The Congregational 
Church in Halifax, of which Mr. Cleveland thus became the first pastor, 
was named Mather's Church, after the great New England divine, and the 
work thus commenced by him has been continued with unabated zeal to 
this day. The present pastor of this church (now St Matthew's Presby- 
terian) is the Rev. Robert Laing. 
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Rev. Mr. Cleveland was not the only one of his name or family who 
removed about this time to Halifax. In a list of the families who settled 
in Nova Scotia between 1T49 and 1752, now kept in the Crown land oflfice 
at Halifax, the following bear the name of Cleveland : 

South Suburbs, Halifax. 







CO 




CO 


















CO 




CO 


g 




Heads of 


? 


1 


M 


^3 

a 






s 


a 


a 


=3 




Families. 


a 


s 


s 


03 


^ 






'5 
B 


•3 


-3 

B 


1 


Samuel Cleveland 


2 


1 


2 


4 


9 


Josiah Cleveland 


1 




3 


1 


5 


Aaron Cleveland 


1 


1 


1 


2 


5 



The above mentioned Samuel and Josiah were brothers of the Rev. 
Aaron Cleveland. Samuel here met a tragic fate at the hands of the In- 
dians. He had sailed on May 16th, 1753, with Mr. Bannermau, one 
Anthony Casteel and four bargemen, under government commission to 
convey three Indians to Isidore, now named Jedore, a few leagues to the 
eastward of Halifax. The next day the party arrived there and were civ- 
illy treated by the Indians. When they had completed their business and 
were about to depart, Mr. Bannerman and the four hands ashore were sur- 
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prised and taken prisoners. The Indians then went on board the sloop, 
seized Capt. Cleveland and Casteel, carried them ashore, and after a long 
consultation killed and scalped the entire party, with the exception of the 
interpreter Casteel, who escaped by calling himself a Frenchman. Casteel 
was afterward ransomed from the Indians for 300 livres, paid by a French 
inhabitant, and after many strange adventures, in July again arrived in Hali- 
fax with this sad tale of Indian treachery, whereby the innocent had been 
made to suffer death for wrongs which others had inflicted. The council 
voted £25 to the widow, Sarah Cleveland, for her interest in the vessel, 
which had been burned, and likewise £30 as a gratuity, together with sim- 
ilar sums to the other parties concerned. These events occurred in the 
third year of the Rev. Aaron Cleveland's ministry at Halifax. His pastor- 
ate, it would appear, continued only for another year, as we read in the 
Halifax Gazette of June 15 th, 1754 : " Yesterday the Rev. Mr. Cleveland ar- 
rived here from Connecticut in order to settle his Affairs ; but whether he will 
tarry among us is uncertain." A change had gradually taken place in his re- 
ligious views, which led him away from the more stringent tenets of those 
to whom he had heretofore ministered, and brought him into harmony with 
doctrines as held by the Episcopalians. He resolved to take orders in the 
Episcopal Church, and consequently proceeded to England where he was 
ordained by the Bishop of London. It has been stated that during his visit 
to England he became convinced, by inquiry at the Heralds' College in 
London, that the original orthography of his family name was Cleveland 
and not Cleaveland, and that the letter a in the first syllable was an inter- 
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polation which had crept in after the family came to America. He may 
therefore have ratified but he cannot have originated the usage of the shorter 
form now common in the United States, since we find in the record of his 
own birth at Cambridge, as likewise in the numerous references made 
to him by newspapers prior to the English trip, that his name was already 
frequently spelled " Cleveland." On Oct. 3d, 1756, after a stormy passage 
of several weeks from London, he again arrived in Halifax. He then re- 
turned to New England and went to Norwich, Conn. He visited Lewes, 
Delaware, but After several months trial found the field unpromising. Later 
he was commissioned by the venerable Society for the Propagation of 
the Gospel in Foreign Parts, to take charge of the Episcopal Church at 
Newcastle, Delaware (then included in Pennsylvania). The original com- 
mission is now to be found in the church records of Newcastle, and bears 
date from the Charter House in London, of July 1st, 1757. Mr. Cleve- 
land went to Newcastle, where he was most cordially received. His pa- 
rishioners having secured and furnished a house for himself and family, he 
set out for Norwich to bring them thither. But in Philadelphia illness 
overtook him, and under the hospitable roof of his distinguished friend, 
Dr. Benjamin Franklin, his life went out. He was buried either in Christ's 
Church, Philadelphia, or its burying ground. In the Pennsylvania Ga- 
zette of August 18th, 1757, Franklin bestows upon him the following 
simple but noble tribute: " On Thursday last [11th Aug.], after a linger- 
ing illness, died here the Rev. Mr. Cleveland, lately appointed to the mis- 
ion at Newcastle by the Society for Propagating the Gospel. As he was 
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a gentleman of a humane and pious disposition, indefatigable in his minis- 
try, easy and affable in his conversation, open and sincere in his friendship, 
and above every species of meanness and dissimulation, his death is greatly 
lamented by all who knew him, as a loss to the public, a loss to the Church 
of Christ in general, and in particular to that congregation who had pro- 
posed to themselves so much satisfaction from his late appointment among 
them, agreeable to their own request." The sage and statesman thus found 
in him a man worthy of sincere regard and admiration. Intellectual and 
spiritual progress characterized, throughout, the life of the Rev. Aaron 
Cleveland. 



NoTB. — ^I am indebted for corrections made in the above article, to Mr. Edmund 
Janes Cleveland, of Hartford, Conn., whose ** Cleveland Genealogy," soon to be 
published, will prove a most interesting and reliable work. The kindness of Hon. 
Samuel A. Green, of Boston, is likewise to be here gratefully acknowledged.— B. R. 
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